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History of Penghu
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Prehistory

In prehistoric times, there was a Neolithic (new stone age) culture represented by Coarse
Cord Pottery in Penghu, which proved that Penghu already had ancestors living here five
thousand years ago.
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1225 Record starting from the Southern Song Dynasty

There have been definite records in the history book that Han Chinese lived in Penghu
since the Southern Song Dynasty.

In the "Zhufan Zhi" written by Zhao Rushi in AD 1225, the imperial family of Lizong
Baoqing in the Southern Song Dynasty, he categorically described that " there is a sea
archipelago in springs called Penghu, which belongs to Jinjiang County .
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1622 The Dutch constructed Fengkuiwei Artillery Fort

In 1604 AD, to avoid enduring the typhoon, Commander Wybrand Van Warwijck led the
fleet of the Dutch VOC to dock for the first time at the harbor in front of today's Magong
Tianhou Temple in Penghu. On December 15 of the same year, he retreated from Penghu
under the negotiation of Wuyu (Wu Islands) Fujian Province Qinyi Bazong (regal chiliarch)
Shen Yourong. To commemorate this event, the stone stele, " Sheng Yourong diplomatically



ordered and retreated The Red-Hair Dutch Wybrand Van Warwijck and others by expelled
from Penghu | was erected, which is now an exhibit on display in Tianhou Temple.

In 1622 AD, because the Dutch wanted to develop commerce and trade with the Ming
government, Commander led twelve warships with a thousand officers and soldiers and
attacked Macau but unsuccessfully; in July, they invaded Penghu again, choosing the north
side of Fengguiwei and building a fort as a base for developing commerce and trading with
the Ming Government. Constructed by the Dutch, Fengkuiwe Artillery Fort was also the first
western feature fort in Taiwan.
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1661 Zheng Chenggong stationed heavy troops in Penghu.

In the last years of the Ming Dynasty, Zheng Chenggong frequently harassed and attacked
Qing soldiers on the southeast coast, trying to rebel against the Qing Dynasty and restore
the Ming Dynasty. In 1661 AD, Zheng Chenggong headed to the east conquering Taiwan by
expelling the Dutch; setting up two Counties, Tianxing, and Wannian County, which were
attached to Chengtianfu; also, the Penghu Administration of local affairs was established,
heavy troops were garrisoned in this area as a Taiwan gateway. Zheng Chenggong dominated
and garrisoned Penghu from 1661 AD to 1683 AD. It was 22 years in total.
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1684 Qing Dynasty governed Penghu
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In 1684 AD, Qing Dynasty officially incorporated Taiwan and Penghu into Qing
territories; and Qing also set up garrisons to guard both Taiwan and Penghu.

In 1767 AD, Hu Jianwei(vice Mayor) approved the application of Hsu Yingyuan(imperial
examination candidate) to raise funds establishing " The Wenshi Academy | for cultivating
local talents.

In 1778 AD, the Xiyu Lighthouse, also known as the Pescadores Lighthouse, was the first



lighthouse built in the Penghu and Taiwan region.

In 1885, during the Sino-French War, Penghu once fell to the French because of a lack of
military defense capabilities, and therefore Ma-king-chhi( Magong Coastal Fort) was
constructed.

In 1889 AD, the last Coastal Fort of the Qing Dynasty was completed.

It was named " Ma-king-chhi ; (Coastal Fort of Magong City)

In 1894 AD, the Sino-Japanese War broke out, and the Treaty of Maguan was signed the

following year. Japan occupied and colonized the whole of Penghu.
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1895 Japanese colonization era
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The Penghu Island Hospital was established, and it was the first Western-style hospital in
the Taiwan region in 1896 AD.

The north islet lighthouse was built at Mudouyu in 1899 AD.

From 1913 AD to 1943 AD, Japan established Denka Co., Ltd. in Penghu, the pioneer
also the first of Penghu Denka. Post office and telecommunications were constructed,
encouraging Japanese businesses to operate various commerce, founding Penghu aquatic
products association, establishing the public bus and Water Plant, rebuilding Zhongzheng
and Yongan bridges which connected the main islands and Baisha islands for making vehicle
traffic avail, establishing public schools for the primary education of children.
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1945 Penghu archlpelago was established as Penghu County after World Warll.
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In 1945 AD, Japan announced its unconditional surrender. On December 25th, the 34th
year of the Republic of China, Penghu was renamed Penghu County.

In 1950 AD, civil aviation aircraft from Penghu to the main island of Taiwan was taken
off for the first time.

In 1958 AD, Magong New Airport was completed and opened.



1970 BP B < *ﬁ

FAl90Fx1dd > AEFAIERYE - 275 KESHERLER INF A
1996 & =1 oiftd e V)~ s § fsia & i WA EA PR 2K 2,494
D% AgEg TREAEP  EEFEFLRAERL GBS ﬁ’;}% °

1970 Penghu Trans-Oceanic Bridge (Penghu Great Bridge)

The Penghu Great Bridge (Penghu Trans-Oceanic Bridge) was completed and opened to
traffic in 1970 AD. Originally a single-lane with some avoidance bays, it was not easy for
two cars to pass from opposite directions; after the renovation and expansion two-way traffic
lane, the new bridge was completed in 1996 AD.The sea-crossing bridge connecting Baisha
and Xiyu Islands spans the turbulent Houmen waterway, with a total length of 2,494 meters
and semicircular arches at both ends. It had been the longest sea-crossing bridge in the Far
East in the seventies.
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Penghu National Scenic Area

The Penghu National Scenic Area was established in 1995 AD, and it covers the entire
Penghu archipelago area of its islands, islets, and waters. Stimulation of the economic
growth advantages in the Penghu area, enhancement of the value-added-on industry, and
diversifying domestic tourism demand. Clear, transparent waters and stretch of stunning-
clean beach, abundant and diverse intertidal zone ecology, magnificent and peculiar
geological terrain, prosperous traditional culture, the historical track of the war-sirens, and
a role model of promotional water activities and marine eco-tourism itineraries.

The Penghu Visitor Center was also inaugurated in the same year, providing the latest
information for tourists visiting Penghu.
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2007 The first voyage of an international cruise ship.
In 2007 AD, Star Cruises “SUPERSTAR LIBRA” made its maiden voyage to Magong.



Star Cruises' 43,000-ton "SUPERSTAR LIBRA" made its maiden voyage to Magong,
carrying 1,100 passengers, setting a record for the largest tonnage ship to call at Magong
Port since the opening of the port, and starting a new era for international cruise ships
traveling to Penghu.
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2010 Opening of the first duty-free shop in Penghu

The first outlying island duty-free shop in Penghu, PROFOND CORPORATION, opened
in Penghu in 2010 AD.

After PROFOND CORPORATION Co. Ltd operated the first outlying-island duty-free
shop in Penghu, the duty-free shop of PROFOND CORPORATION established at Magong
Airport, and the New World of Gaillardia Island Tourism Industrial Promotion Center both
have been officially opened later in 2010 AD, too. The first establishment of the outlying
island duty-free shop is expected to provide shopping privileges and incentives, promote
outlying island sightseeing and effectively boost the economic development of the areas.
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2013 The landmark of the Tropic of Cancer is unveiled.

The landmark of the Tropic of Cancer 23.5°was unveiled in Hujing In 2013 AD.

Only three counties in Taiwan are located at 23.5° above the Tropic of Cancer, Penghu is
one of them. To deepen its storytelling and discussion, the landmark of the Tropic of Cancer
was established on the western hill of Hujing Island. It is the tenth landmark in the world.
Design with "Sky ladder of felicity, here I am in Penghu, and felicitously snuggle up tightly
to Hujing" as the main axis feature. Add another highlight to Penghu sightseeing.
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2014 South Penghu Marine National Park

In 2014 AD, South Penghu Marine National Park was officially announced. It has become
the ninth National Park in Taiwan. It's also the second National Park in Taiwan. South
Penghu Marine National Park consists of Dongjiyu, Xijiyu, Dongyuping, Xiyuping, and the
surrounding islands, islets, reefs, and seas. The humanities and cultures of the waters and
land areas; the natural environment has been all well preserved. It is the best area for
observing geological topography and various ecological landscapes.
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2013 ~ 2014 The Most Beautiful Bays in the World

In 2013 AD, the World Congress of the Most Beautiful Bays in the World Club approved
the membership application case of Penghu, the following year, in 2014 AD, Penghu has
officially become a member of it. In the future, there is hope to take this opportunity to
enhance Penghu’s international visibility.
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2017 SGS Qualicert International Certification

In 2017 AD Penghu National Scenic Area Administration (PNSAA), Tourism Bureau,
MOTC it has become the first Government agency in Taiwan approved by SGS Qualicert.
Penghu National Scenic Area Administration (PNSAA) has jurisdiction over four visitor
centers, having undergone rigorous system checks, being visited by mystery guests,
receiving approval from official permission, and becoming the first one which owns the title.
It has set the international service standard for the National Scenic Area Administration.
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2020 ({Penghu-Islands of Your Dreams) Won an International Award

The "Penghu-Islands of Your Dreams" promotional video planned and produced by the
Penghu National Scenic Area Management Office stood out from more than 15,000 works
and won the highest honor platinum award in the video/tourism category of the "2020 Muse
Design Awards" in the United States. It was successfully marketing the beauty of Penghu to
the world.
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