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Begging Turtle Culture in Penghu
A Works of Local Artist Yan Jia Rong

“Begging Turtle” is a well-known ritual glutinous rice cake in Penghu. In the early years,
most residents of Penghu depended on the sea for their livelihood. And “Begging Turtle”
has the same pronunciation as “Turtle/Return” in Taiwanese. It’s a metaphor that people
supplicate and pray to the gods or deities to return safely for their fishing offshore to work.
Temples enshrine auspicious and safe turtle-like glutinous rice cakes during Lantern Festival
for the citizens throwing the Oracle to beg the gods or deities, let them take the glutinous
rice cakes back home. To express their gratitude to the gods, people will make heavier and
bigger Begging Turtle glutinous rice cakes the following year to fulfill their wishes than they
got last time.

In the past, when the material world was short, Begging Turtle was just a glutinous rice
cake with turtle patterns. After the people's livelihood became prosperous, pious followers
began to materialize the form of “Turtle” and even made it huge. The Begging Turtle now
has a variety of tastes, preventing the Begging Turtle that believers wish fulfilled their
wishes from being too large, causing pressure on temple management and avoiding wasting
food; some of the temples also provide to fulfill their wishes with gold in the form of a gold-
made turtle or cash; let this heart-warming custom continue in a healthier and more
environmentally friendly way.



